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The Fertility clinic will see, investigate and treat most women attempting pregnancy, including single women and same sex couples. Lifestyle advice, fertility nurse support and a full range of investigations are available. The most common female factor subfertility condition treated via this clinic is polycystic ovarian syndrome but intrauterine and tubal pathology as well as endometriosis can be assessed and treated. Male factor subfertility may be treatable with lifestyle changes, endocrine treatments or if indicated cross referral to urology. 

Patients may be referred to the secondary care fertility clinic at Worcester Acute Hospital Trust even if they do not meet the CCG NHS assisted conception funding criteria. In order to minimise patient distress and maximise the chances of success we encourage all referrals to be made promptly using the referral proforma for subfertility management available on EMIS (see criteria below). Please give the patients a copy of the Fertility Clinics lifestyle information leaflet when they are referred from your practice clinic which is available on the Trust website using the following link http://www.treatmentpathways.worcsacute.nhs.uk/womens/gynaeoverview/fertility/primarycarefertility/

Referral criteria for subfertility management in secondary care:

1.	Infertility defined as “failure to conceive after regular unprotected sex for a period of not less than 1 year (or < 1 year in women aged 36 to 39 years), in the absence of known reproductive pathology”
For single people and same sex couples, has there been a failure to conceive following artificial insemination at or just before the known time of ovulation for at least 6 non-stimulated cycles
OR  

2.     Known reproductive issue diagnosed in either partner?
Refer without delay if there is known reproductive pathology and specify nature
OR

3.     Refer without delay if:
•	Female/host aged over 39 years
· History of chronic viral infection (HIV, HBC, HCV)
· Patient awaiting treatment that may result in infertility (see CCG Cryopreservation policy)

If following assessment in the fertility clinic “assisted conception” is required (such as IVF or ICSI) then the patient will be advised of this. The patient will be assessed for eligibility for NHS funding as per the CCG eligibility criteria. If they meet the criteria then referral for NHS assisted conception treatment will proceed. If they do not meet these criteria the patient will be advised and supported. Alternative options will be explored in a sensitive manner. If the patient wishes onward referral, this will be made. 

The current Worcestershire CCG eligibility criteria for assisted conception (IVF or ICSI) in tertiary care are: 

· Maternal age <40 years at start of treatment 
· Maternal and paternal (if applicable) BMI<=29.4 
· Maternal and paternal (if applicable) non-smokers for > six months 
· Neither partner (if applicable) can be a parent or legal guardian to a child (even if this child is now >18 years old) 
· Neither partner can have attempted assisted conception in the past either in the NHS or private sector 
· Satisfactory ovarian reserve testing (FSH, AMH and AFC)
· Neither partner has previous sterilisation

Please note these criteria will be assessed in the fertility clinic and many treatments may be possible even if these are not met, so it is still worth referring non-eligible patients.
Jon Hughes, Consultant in Obstetrics and Gynaecology					October 2018 
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