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Introduction 
The aim of this guideline is to provide a pathway for patients who are unsuitable screening within the 
Bowel Cancer Screening Programme.  This includes patients who have undergone total colectomy, and 
patients with complex co-morbidities, those with complex mobility issues and patients deemed too frail 
to undergo standard laxative bowel preparation and are deemed unsuitable for diagnostic testing either 
through CTC or colonoscopy (Gov.UK 2020).   
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Note: Some patients will request to be ceased from the programme even though they are suitable for screening 
this is categorised as informed dissent once the patient has been made aware of the benefits of screening through 
BCSP and a written request has been received by BCSP from the patient.  

 
Conclusions: 
 
Some participants may be deemed unsuitable for screening through BCSP as diagnostic testing by both 
colonoscopy and CTC are deemed unsuitable by screening consultant, in these circumstances the 
patient should be informed before the episode is closed. The patient should be discharged back to the 
GP for symptomatic care (Gov.Uk 2020). Accurate documentation on BCSS should be completed to 
explain why the patient was not fit for the diagnostic test (NMC 2015). 
 
References: 

Following patient assessment using the Bowel Cancer Screening 

Programme Patient Assessment Document, patient 

found to be unsuitable for screening. 

SSP to complete a clinical review proforma for review 

by the BCSP Clinical Director to confirm that the 

patient is unsuitable for screening. 

 

If the patient is considered unsuitable for screening, close the episode 

with the appropriate reason from the drop down box on the Open 

Exeter, Bowel Cancer Screening System (IT System). 
 

Send the appropriate letter to the GP and the patient from 

BCSS. 
 

If a patient’s suitability for screening should change and a patient 

becomes suitable for screening then the patient’s screening episodes 

can be updated/reopened on BCSS. 
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