Protocol for  Endoscopy procedures performed outside of the endoscopy unit/in an emergency

Decontamination
All endoscopes used outside the Endoscopy unit are:
· Cleaned and disinfected to latest BSG standards/guidelines.
· Transported throughout the hospital in covered hard trays using green for clean and red for dirty and used with the 3 hour time limit.(BSG guidelines)
· Alternatively endoscopes are vac packed and placed in carrying trays sealed inside a plastic pouch for the duration of the storage period. All scopes are then placed into a secure carrying case for transportation to other hospitals. These scopes have to be used within the 30 day expiry period.(manufacturer’s recommendations)
· All consumables are single patient  use only.

Patient care ,privacy and dignity
ERCP
· Ward patients are cared for by a trained endoscopy nurse from time of arrival into x-ray until their care is handed back to the ward nurse post procedure.
· We aim to ensure privacy and dignity throughout their time in x-ray
· Out-patients admitted to the endoscopy unit are cared for by trained endoscopy nurses throughout their admission, procedure, recovery and discharge.
· All resuscitation equipment, emergency drug box and IV fluids are checked by X-ray staff responsible.
Endoscopy procedures done in Theatre, ITU or A/E
· Airway management is provided by anaesthetists 
· General nursing care is provided by nursing staff from the individual area
· Specialised endoscopy nurses are present to assist with procedure.
· The aim is to provide privacy and dignity during their procedure.
· All resuscitation equipment, emergency drug box and IV fluids are checked within the individual areas by staff responsible.
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