THREE HOUR RULE – DECONTAMINATION OF ENDOSCOPES

	
NATIONAL OCCUPATIONAL STANDARDS, 2009
PROCEDURE 12 - TAKEN FROM COMPETENCY PACK 


Endoscopes must be used within three hours of being disinfected in the automated washers. Times for the three hour window must be documented.





	


Traditionally it has been recommended that before the start of the morning lists all endoscopes will undergo reprocessing. Endoscopes can then be stored in the appropriate trays for up to three hours. The Trust has invested in drying cabinets and therefore the process has changed, this rule only applies if scopes are stored in trays during the day.
BSG GUIDELINES OF DECONTAMINATION OF EQUIPMENT, 2008 








	
		Rapid use of Endoscopes is to prevent breaching of the three hour rule and risk of infection/bacteria builds up on the Endoscopes.





	
			
