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Introduction

There are number of disinfectants and detergents used in the central endoscope endoscopy unit.  Currently these are Gigasept PA and Autozyme Detergent used for automated cleaning and disinfection or Neutral detergent used for manual cleaning of endoscopes.  Although the majority of the volume of the chemical solutions (disinfectants and detergents) will be used there remains a small residual in the containers which must be disposed of via the machines in the unit before disposing of the empty containers. The chemical solutions (disinfectants and detergents) are delivered to the endoscopy via the WRH Warehouse and stores department. The disinfectants are delivered to the department in either boxes and the Neutral detergent in the 5 litre containers. This procedure describes the clearing up of spillages external to the endoscopy department.
Peracetic Acid Disinfectant / zymex Enzymatic Detergent Procedure
1. If you find unrecognised fluid on the floor, consider the possibility that it is peracetic acid / zymex enzymatic solution
2. Do not clear it up unless you have received proper training
3. Evacuate:
Remove all staff and patients from vicinity
4. Put up notices warning of chemical hazard
If the spill is not local to the ENDOSCOPY UNIT but in the stores dept
5. Inform the manager of the area (or On-Call Manager out-of-hours)
6. Inform of estates department of spillage
7. Inform ext 39903 of spillage 
If the spill is not local to the endoscopy unit but is being delivered 
8. Inform your manager

9. Inform the manager of the area (or On-Call Manager out-of-hours) also estates 
10. Inform ext 33333
If the spill is in the corridor or clinical waste hold by main Theatres 
11. Inform the ext 39490  who will deal with the spillage

12. Inform the manager of the area (or On-Call Manager out-of-hours)
13. Inform of spillage
14. Inform ext 39903 of spillage 
15. Protect: When alerted to a spillage full protection must be worn before investigation. Wear full protection:-
i. Respirator

ii. Goggles
iii. Single-use non-sterile examination gloves

iv. Apron
16. Proceed to clear up using disposable absorbent materials or for a larger spill use the spill kit which is stored in: outside the decontamination room 
17. Double-bag all cleaning up material in orange bags for disposal
18. Dispose of empty containers and cleaning materials as clinical waste
19. For all other spillages leave the area of spillage, closing all doors for at least 30 minutes. If possible open widows to allow for ventilation to the area before re-entry.

20. Inform nearby departments of the spill restricted access to the area
1. Main Theatres –
2. Surgical admissions ward - 

21. If any staff are affected by the spill they should immediately

i. Wash their eyes out using the disposable eye wash kit located in the next to the hand wash sink outside
ii. Attend A & E

iii. Attend Occupational Health for respiratory checks
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