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Introduction
There are number of disinfectants and detergents used in the endoscopy decontamination unit.  Currently these are peracetic aid zymex enzymatic Detergent, Scope Tech I.Q. Self Disinfectant or Neutral Detergent used for manual cleaning of endoscopes.  Although the majority of the volume of the chemical solutions (disinfectants and detergents) will be used there often remains a small residual in the containers.  This procedure describes how the chemical residual and the containers must be disposed of.  This procedure will also apply to any chemical found to be beyond their expiry date. 
Staff must have received appropriate training in changing chemicals in the ISIS, Jet AER and Scope Tech, wearing PPE, and COSHH.
Procedure:
1. Staff must wear appropriate PPE during all procedures in decontamination room.
2. Have sufficient orange clinical bags, ties, labels, replacement chemical bottles, absorbent pads, and spillage kit available in the decontamination room.
3. Disconnect and remove empty bottles from the washer disinfectors or manual workstation and immediately connect cap securely.  The cap from the replacement container may be used.  Ensure the correct chemical is used.
4. DO NOT attempt to pour any residual into other containers.
5. Residue chemical MUST be disposed of via the Jet AER or ISIS machines by pouring the chemical separately into the machines tray. The machine must then be run for tray to drain and tray flush following each disposal. 
6. Residue detergents used for manual cleaning must be disposed of by pouring down the sluice.
7. Re-connect full replacement containers immediately.
8. Empty containers must have lids replaced and must be disposed of immediately by placing in double orange clinical waste bags.  Each bag must be securely and independently tied.
9. Bags must be labelled in accordance with WRH Trust policy for clinical waste disposal.
10. Orange bags must be immediately removed from the endoscopy decontamination unit and placed in the clinical waste bins located in the waste disposal hold room.
11. Any spillage must be dealt with in accordance with the endoscopy decontamination unit spillage policy. 
12. Chemicals should be used in chronological order; however in the event of chemicals found to be out of date the unopened bottles should be returned to the manufacturer for disposal. 
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